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Finding ourselves in the new or the “interim” new normal, we are adapting to 
new ways to continue life both at work and at home. The Men’s Club will need to 
review, revise, make a mistake or two, then review, revise and adapt again. With 
the goal of moving forward, hopefully, this will make us a much stronger club than 
we were a mere three months ago.
Before we move forward, we need to finish all of our 2019/20 business. The two 
items that are of most importance are the Slate and the Budget for the upcoming 
2020/21 year. Both items need to be approved by our Board and then by our General 
Membership. I’m happy to report our 2020/21 Slate has been Board approved, posted 

within (please see page 5) and will need membership approval in May (directions to follow via e-mail).
Our Budget, well that gets a bit tricky very quickly this year. Our Budgeting Committee, with recom-
mendations from the Board will be working very diligently to put forth a workable but flexible budget in 
the coming weeks. As most of you know, our budget works, and works well, as long as we have a prof-
itable Patio Players Show. With the immediate future in doubt, based on NYS social distancing require-
ments and the psyche of individuals within the next few months, it’s not too hard to fathom that we may 
not have a show next year.
Regardless, we must and will a have a budget for 2020/21. Its landscape will look vastly different than almost 
all us have been accustom to. I really believe we cannot afford to wait until August to start discussing next 
year’s issues. September is coming at us like a freight train head on and we have much to do between now 
and then. Now to be fair, or not fair depending on how you look at it, the temple as a whole will be having the 
same issues and concerns. At some point they (the temple board) will be looking towards the Men’s Club for 
any and all support they can get and rightly so (I am not necessarily implying monitary support). 
I feel now is not the time to sit back, be complacent and assume this is someone else’s issue or someone 
else will take care of it. I feel it is the fiduciary responsibility of each gentleman sitting on the Board, and 
even extending to our membership, to engage and act now. If there was ever at time, now is the time to look 
no further then yourself.  Regardless of what you did last week, last month or last year or ten years, this is 
our battle. We need all the help we can get. 
In this new environment, the challenges will be tough. Not only do we need, at the very least, to keep our 
membership status quo, but we need to build upon it with new members. We will need to think of fundrais-
ing in a completely different light. Out of the box, down the corner, around the block forward thinking is 
the only way we will be able to establish a “new normal” for our fundraising, with or without a show. We 
need to start now, as in right now, as in today and not tomorrow. 
No doubt we will be operating under a very stingy budget next year. I am confident that with all the 
smart minds we have amongst us, and quoting Steve Taub, “all you need is one off-the-wall crazy idea 
that just works.”  Then. we will be able to supplement our fundraising for next year and years to come 
and come out the better for it. 
My mobile number is on every e-mail and every article I write. Please call me with your not so crazy or 
crazy or off-the-freaking-wall crazy ideas.  Let’s move forward into the 2020/21 year with confidence and  
a plan in hand.  Please Stay Safe and Stay Healthy.
In Brotherhood,
Steven Adelman
516-382-1681
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Give Them a Choice
There is an oft-cited Midrash (Sifrei, Dvarim 343) describing how God offered 

the Torah to the other nations of the world before He gave it to the Jewish people 
at Mount Sinai. According to this Midrash, the first nation to whom He offered the 
Torah asked what was in it. When God told them about the law prohibiting stealing, 
they couldn’t fathom a life without theft. The next nation reacted incredulously to 
the prohibition of adultery; they were horrified at the idea that God would monitor 
people’s bedroom behavior! Another nation was unable to accept the prohibition of 
murder ... and so on. When God asked the Jewish people if they would accept the 
Torah, there were no questions. They declared: “Na’aseh v’nishma” (“We will do 
and we will listen”).

So, if one understands the Midrash correctly, it sounds like the so-called “chosen 
people” were God's last choice for receiving the Torah. However, God understood 
that, unlike the other nations, the Israelites were truly free to accept the Torah since 
they did not yet have a homeland, they did not yet have an existing government, 
culture or “way of life.” It was this freedom that God gave them when He brought 
them out of Egypt into the wilderness that made the Jews more inclined to receive 
the Torah. They were not chained to a pre-existing life-style and thus were not re-
luctant to change themselves for the better. Perhaps this is the practical reason why 
the Jews were able to accept the Torah so readily.

One must also bear in mind that the Israelites still remembered the generation that 
had come to Egypt and those who had been enslaved. They still claimed the spiritu-
al heritage of Abraham & Sarah, Isaac & Rebecca, and Jacob, Rachel & Leah.

It is this heritage that we have today. On Shavuot we commemorate the day that 
God gave the Torah to our ancestors. Now the choice is ours.

The following information is being 
shared courtesy of: jewishtreats@njop.org
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*In memoriam

Thomas Atlas 
Michael Brooks  
Norman Cohen   
David Dender   
Joe Elowsky*

 Allan Furman 
 Mitch Kessler 
 David Kubrick
 Shea Lerner    
 Jeff Miller 

Joel Moskowitz 
Adam Novak 
Jeff Reis 
Joseph Saltiel
Fred Skolnik  

Directors for 2020-2022 Term

President  ................................................. Steven Adelman
1st Vice President  .......................................  Andrew Bader
2nd Vice President  ...................................... Stuart Haimes
3rd Vice President  ..................................................  Vacant
Treasurer  .................................................... Bruce Elowsky
Financial Secretary  .................................  Michael Prospect
Recording Secretary  ..........................  Stewart Wasserman

Proposed Slate of Officers and Board Members
Below is the slate of board members submitted by our  

nominating committee chaired by Past President, Steve Taub.

 
would like to recognize the B’nai Mitzvot  

being celebrated in April and May 
and wish them and their families 

a heartfelt Mazel tov!

April 18

May 2

May 24
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 The Irving Weingarten  
 Tallis & Tefillin Breakfast

 A Man among men, who believed in Chesed 

Every Sunday morning after the morning Services 
have been concluded, breakfast is served to those 
who attended. This meal is prepared and served 
under the auspices of the PJC Men’s Club, which 
offers you the opportunity to be a sponsor for a 
special event in your life.

Sponsoring one of the breakfasts can be your 
way of expressing any sort of announcement or 
occasion, such as a commemoration of a Yahrzeit, 
a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, a wedding, a birth of a child 
or grandchild or a graduation, etc. A donation 
to Men’s Club helps defray the cost and supports 
Men’s Club’s charitable activities.

For more information and to reserve a date,  
please call:

Stewart Wasserman
516-698-2220

Every Sunday after the morning minyan Men’s Club 
provides breakfast. The following is the schedule 
of which Men’s Club member is responsible for a 
particular date as well as the officer of the month.

 May Andy Bader 516-884-5729
 5/3 Andy Bader
 5/10 Steve Glasser
 5/17 Jeff Miller
 5/24 Mark Hochberg
 5/31 Tom Atlas

 June Stu Haimes 516-319-9099 
 6/7 Bruce Elowsky
 6/14 Stu Haimes
 6/21 Michael Sussman
 6/28 Al Karo

FINE JEWELRY
WATCHES AND  
GIFTWARE

74 Manetto Hill Plaza, Plainview, NY 516.681.6111
1030 Willis Ave., Albertson, NY 516.484.6444

solomonsfinejewelers.com

 solomonsfinejewelers.com

 solomonsfinejewelers.com

A NAME YOU KNOW AND TRUST

HARDWARE
& PAINTTRIO

Voted “America’s Favorite Business” by CNN
The only Store you need for all your - 

House Repairs, Tools, Painting, Projects and…
“A Very well stocked store operated by wonderfully kind and helpful folks”.

If we don’t have its, you don’t need it!
Country Pointe at Plainview

1665 Old Country Road, Plainview, NY 11803
5 1 6 . 9 3 5 . 8 3 8 5

www.triohardware.com
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Mid-Island Y JCC
P.O.B. Cares and Project P.A.C.E.
Helping Seniors in Our Community

Services Include:
• Consultation with a Community Health Nurse
•  Social Work Services, including Case  

Management and Supportive Counseling
• Volunteer-based transportation
• Volunteer-based minor home repairs
• Friendly visiting for isolated seniors

For more information please call
(516) 822-3535x385

Remember Hatzilu clients when  
making charitable contributions.

Contact Steve Glasser
516.938.3069

Help Make a Virtual Minyan
Now more than ever we people to  

participate in the minyan.
The morning minyan is at 9:00 am

and the evening minyan is at 8:00 pm.
Just go to the Plainview Jewish Center Facebook 

page and look for the live video.

Preparing for the Torah
Shortly after the Israelites encamped at the base of Mount Sinai, they agreed to accept the Torah and do all 
that God had commanded. And so, God declared that He would bring Himself, in the form of a thick cloud, 
close to the people, that they might hear Him speak. First, however, God instructed Moses that the people must 
prepare themselves. 

There is no way to describe the effects of being in the presence of God because there is no human being alive 
today who has experienced this level of holiness. In fact, Moses was the only prophet who had direct interac-
tion with God, and God’s Presence at Mount Sinai when the Torah was given was a one-time-only event. 

However, it is understood that being in the Divine Presence requires preparation, both physical and spiritual. 
Therefore, the Israelites, under the guidance of Moses, prepared themselves for three days. They washed their 
clothes and prepared their souls. 

It was not just the people who needed to be prepared. God’s presence affected the inanimate earth as well. The 
Israelites were instructed, under threat of death, not to go up, or even draw close to, the mountain until the 
shofar was sounded. 

The three days preceding Shavuot (Sivan 3, 4 and 5) are known as Sh’loshet Yemei Hagbalah, the three days 
of boundaries. These three days were, and still are, days of preparation. Today, while we do not stand at the 
physical base of Mount Sinai, we can, and should, prepare ourselves to ascend to a higher level of spirituality 
and religious commitment on Shavuot. 

Today is the first day of the Sh’loshet Yemei Hagbalah, the three days of preparation. The holiday of Shavuot, 
which commemorates the receiving of the Torah, begins on Saturday night, immediately after Shabbat.  

The following information is being 
shared courtesy of: jewishtreats@njop.org
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Jews and Bubble Gum
The first Friday in February is celebrated as “Bubble Gum Day.” Ruth Spiro, an au-
thor of children’s books who chews gum as an avocation, proposed the day in 2006 to 
enable children to bring money to school and donate the funds to pre-selected causes. 
In exchange, the students would be permitted to chew gum in school. Ms. Spiro also 
hoped that libraries, clubs and community groups could participate as well. “Bubble 
Gum Day” is fixed on a Friday, so it would always fall on a school day. People have 
chewed “gum” for thousands of years. In ancient Greece, people chewed a gummy 
substance called mastiche, which came from the mastic tree. “Mastik” is the Hebrew 
word for chewing gum and the word “masticate” in the Romance languages denotes 
chewing. Others chewed on resins from trees, leaves and waxes. Native Americans 
were known to chew on the sap from spruce trees. Today the chewing gum industry  
is estimated to be a $19 billion-a-year business. 

Because bubble gum is meant to be chewed only, and not swallowed, the question is 
asked whether a blessing is required prior to chewing the gum. After all, it’s not “eaten.”

The Code of Jewish Law rules that one would recite the she’ha’kol blessing when eat-
ing sugar or sweet sticks (Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 202:15). Most contemporary 
halachic authorities agree that gum would fall under this category. However, a minority 
view argues that the taste of the gum is absorbed into one’s saliva, and one does not utter 
a blessing over spittle, even when flavored. One rabbi even differentiated between gum 
with a hard shell, for which he would require a blessing, and soft gum, which would not. 
Others claim that since sugar-free gum contains very little caloric intake, it would also 
not require a blessing. Some also suggest that since gum is not meant to be swallowed,  
it would fall under the rule that no blessing is recited for tasting without swallowing 
(Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 210:2). Furthermore, Rabbi Moshe Isserlis concludes 
that no blessing is recited over cinnamon sticks, which are sucked.

Please note that bubble gum requires kosher certification. One should not chew gum on a 
fast day. Rabbinic authorities prohibit chewing gum while walking outdoors on Shabbat, 
in a situation where carrying would be forbidden. This would only apply to “Bubble Gum 
Day” after sunset.

Note: As with all Treats dealing with issues of halacha (points of Jewish law), one 
should consult one’s local rabbi for practical application.

The following information is being 
shared courtesy of: jewishtreats@njop.org
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Here’s How It Works
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a Sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. the more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!  
For tips on how to solve Sudoku puzzles go to: https://www.howcast.com/videos/202656-how-to-solve-a-sudoku-game

Why Play Sudoku
Preliminary evidence suggest that staying 
mentally active may be associated with 
preservation of cognitive function. Science 
tells us that children and young adults 
may build up brain “reserves” by reading 
and undertaking mental challenges, and 
older adults can continue to build these 
brain connections through stimulating ac-
tivities. In fact, building these cognitive re-
serves is a lifelong process in which some 
nerve cells (neurons) form, some die, and 
others interconnect. For more information, 
please visit brightfocus.org/ADR

Sudoku Puzzle

 8 5 1 4 7 3 6 2 9
4 3 7 2 6 9 8 5 1
 2 9 6 8 1 5 3 7 4
 7 1 5 3 9 4 2 6 8
3 4 9 6 2 8 7 1 5
 6 8 2 7 5 1 4 9 3
 9 2 4 1 8 6 5 3 7
 1 6 8 5 3 7 9 4 2
 5 7 3 9 4 2 1 8 6

Last Month’s Answers
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TEST PREP • TUTORING

PLAINVIEW • 516-681-0400 
HuntingtonHelps.com

Full Color and Black & White 

Digital and Offset Printing of:

Business Cards

Envelopes

Letterheads

Brochures

Flyers

Invitations

Customized Stationary

Home & Business Printing

Raffle Tickets & Chance Books

We also offer Fax & E-mail Services

516.293.6110
Fax: 516.293.7692

324 Main Street • Farmingdale • NY 11735
www.farmingdale.minutemanpress.com

jmiller@minutemanpress.com

Join in the renewal of 
the Jewish Homeland

Invest in Israel Bonds
israelbonds.com
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The following information is being 
shared courtesy of: jewishtreats@njop.org

Yiddish-isms
On November 18, 2013, NASA launched an atmospheric probe to Mars, which initiated the Mars 
Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution mission. Its mission was to gather data to determine why Mars’ 
atmosphere and water supply were lost over time. A little over 10 months later the probe reached 
Mars’ atmosphere. A year later, NASA announced that the probe found that solar storms were the 
cause for the transformation of Mars’ atmosphere from a carbon-dioxide atmosphere to a cold and 
barren surface. According to NASA’s findings, this transfer occurred between 4.2 and 3.7 billion 
years ago. 

Why would this tidbit of scientific history be worthy of inclusion in Jewish Treats? Because of the 
name of the Mars probe! The “Mars Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution mission” was nicknamed 
MAVEN, which in Yiddish means someone with expert knowledge. The acronym MAVEN was 
given to the probe to deliberately connote the Yiddish term.

Maven, however, is not merely another Yiddish term derived from the original Hebrew. It’s a 
Yiddish word that is well known in the English vernacular. Some call such words “Yiddish-
isms.” Non-Yiddish speakers, and even non-Jews, will invoke many of the following terms: a 
busy-body who is a yenta; a child kvetching too much to their parent; two people schmoozing, or 
perhaps,kibbitzing and catching up on old times; someone acting with such audacity that they are 
called out for their chutzpah. Some call such words “Yinglish” or “Ameridish,” while others will 
use the formal non-Yiddish term, neologisms, which means new words, usages or expressions.

Yiddish terms that enter the English language occur in various categories. There are the words 
associated with food such as blintzes, kishke, latke, nosh, schmaltz, a schmear and even the word 
kosher, as a synonym for appropriate or acceptable. Some words entered via the entertainment 
industry: yenta and l’chaim (Fiddler on the Roof), megillah (Gorilla) and schlemiel and schlemazzel 
(Laverne and Shirley). Mike Myers’ Saturday Night Live Jewish character Linda Richman, brought 
us the terms farklempt and shpilkes. Most Americans know the difference between one who is a 
mensch and another who is meshugah. For some reason, many Yiddishisms begin with the “sh” 
sound, such as schlepp, schmutz, spiel, shtick, and shvitz. Even one-syllable Yiddish expressions 
such as oy and nu are pregnant with meaning. There is also a litany of colorful terms that can’t be 
mentioned in Jewish Treats.

So boychiks and maydelehs, be proud of the Yiddish language and culture, whose terms have en-
tered and truly enriched the melting pot of American life.

This Month’s Tip
Learn Mamaloshen

Yiddish is know as the Mamaloshen, the mother tongue. The more Yiddish you can under-
stand, the more of the history you can learn in its primary sources. You will also put a big 
smile on the faces of relatives who grew up in Yiddish-speaking homes.
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HUNTINGTON • 269A Walt Whitman Road • (631) 421-9333
CARLE PLACE • 385 Old Country Road • (516) 333-8700

47 STORES NATIONWIDE OR SHOP ONLINE AT SAMASH.COMSERVING MUSICIANS SINCE 1924

COME IN AND PLAY!®

 
 

- Turn on Sprinkler Valve Slow and Steady 
- Program Automatic Timer for Spring  
- Replace Backup Battery in Timer 
- Check Manifold and Entire System for Leaks 
- Check for Broken Heads & Shrub Adapters  
- Check & Adjust Heads if Needed 

- Backflow Device Testing Available   
 

It’s  
FINALLY 

Spring  

H2O Sprinklers & Backflows 
Call 

To Schedule your Spring 
Start up 

 Sprinklers & Backfl ows

  (516) 513-0990 
 

www.H2OSAB.com 
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It’s Mitzvah Time

The PJC Men’s Club Board & Members wish to extend a Refuah Shelama to:

• Phyllis Bass • Michael Brooks • Hy Brown • 
• Larry Cohen • Rob Cohen • Margaret Neuman •
To update this list send information to: hakolpjcmc@aol.com.  
For Hatzilu certificates call/e-mail Steve Glasser (details above)

In order to help our Jewish poor 
and elderly, please make a donation 
to Hatzilu. A volunteer from Men’s 
Club will send a certificate to honor the 
name and the occasion you want. 
This is an ideal way to express a 
“Simcha” or “Sympathy” and help 
Hatzilu in their mission to help our 
fellow Jews and others in our com-
munity. Please e-mail Steve Glasser 
at: stevetg@aol.com or call him at: 
516.938.3069 to order a certificate.

Hatzilu
An organization devoted to aiding  

the Jewish poor and aged.
A contribution has been made  

to honor the name of:

 By
Sponsored by the Plainview Jewish Center Men’s Club  

95 Floral Drive West, Plainview, NY 11803

C

CC

C

Make a Mishaberach,
It’s a Mitzvah!
Someone under-the-weather and you 
can't get to the Temple to make a 
Mishaberach? We’ve made it simple! 
Just complete this form and either 
call in the information to the Temple at 
516.938.8610 or fax it to the Temple 
at 516.938.2737 before 4p.m., Mon-
day-Thursday or Friday before 3 p.m. 
and we will make sure the Mishaberach 
is made that evening. Kindly provide the  
Hebrew names if possible.

Mishaberach Information Form

Date of request:

Person’s Name (M/F) Hebrew:

English:

Their Mother’s Name:

Your Name:

Mishaberach Donation:

The Mishaberach will be said for a period of 2 weeks. If you want it to be said longer you need 
to call the Temple office to update the request form. Follow up your request, by mail or bring 
this form & your donation to the Temple office: Plainview Jewish Center, 95 Floral Drive West, 
Plainview, NY 11803-2899. Please make checks payable to: Plainview Jewish Center. 
Note: If you make a Mishaberach at a minyan it is customary to put gelt into the Pishka.  
It’s a Mitzvah!
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The largest selection of beer in 
New York. This collection has 

to be seen to be believed!  
Rare brands, exotic  

imports and domestics are 
our business! Our brands 
may be hard to find, but 

we’re not–just 1 mile north 
of the Huntington train  

station on Rte.110.  
Trust us, it’s worth the trip!

Shoreline Beverage
645 New York Avenue

Huntington
631-427-8488

$5.00 off any purchase  
with this ad

Visit us at www.shorelinebeverage.com

Series at the Cinema  

Casablanca 
Valentine’s Day! 
February 14th at 7:30 PM  
With champagne & Chocolate covered sweets 
"Of all the gin joints, in all the towns, in all 
the world, she walks into mine."  

Long Island’s Film 
Window on the 

World 
Special Events at the Cinema 

1 (631) 423-7610 
Cinemaartscentre.org 

facebook.com/CinemaArtsCentre 

For 46 years Cinema Centre 
has remained dedicated to 
our mission of shining a light 
on the important issues and 
ideas that shape the world 
we live in; and to provide a 
culturally rich community 
hub for all people to share 
their own  voices, and learn 
from others. 

Crown Heights 
February 26th at 7:30 PM   
With Colin Warner, Antoinette Warner, and 
Carl ‘KC’ King in person.  
An incredible true story an 18-year-old Crown 
Heights resident who is wrongfully convicted of 
murder and sentenced to life in prison.  

instagram.com/Cinema_Arts 

twitter.com/CinemaArts 

423 PARK AVENUE HUNTINGTON 

Swing Dancing! 
With the  
LI Swing Syndicate 
2/12 at 7:30 
 
Sunday Schmooze” 
Claudine 
2/16 Bagels at 10 film at 
11 
 
National Theatre Live:   
Cyrano de Bergerac 
Starring James McAvoy 
2/20 at 7:00 PM 
 
Stand-up Comedy:   
Mary Beth Barone 
2/28 at  9:30 PM 

As a community focused bank, we are proud 
to offer outstanding service to you and your 
family. Since 1921, we have provided quality 
products, convenient services and competitive 
rates to the communities we serve.
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Board Meeting 
8:30 pm

Men’s Club Calendar of Events

MC/SH  
Zoom Party

Guest Speaker
Zach Bader

TBD

      1 2

 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

MAY
 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Board Meeting 
8:30 pm

  1 2 3 4 5 6

 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

 28 29 30    

JUNE
 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Have tickets for a performance 
that was canceled?

For a full refund send an email to:  
PatioPlayersPJC@gmail.com 

for further instructions 
OR

PJC Men’s Club would appreciate it 
if you would consider leaving the 

money with them as a donation which 
will enable Men’s Club to continue to 

fund the programs you enjoy 
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Plainview Jewish Center
95 Floral Drive West
Plainview, NY 11803-2899

The Voice of Men’s Club
HAKOL

Dated Material
Please Do Not Delay

PERIODICALS
Postage Paid

Hicksville, New York

 Remember Hatzilu clients when making charitable contributions. Contact Steve Glasser 516-938-3069 

PJC 
Men’s Club

Member 
Appreciation 

Night
POSTPONED

until 
Sept.

Join us for the PJC 

Men’s Club/Sisterhood

Zoom Party with  

guest Zach Bader 

talking about his  

experience in  

the IDF
Check your email

for the Zoom evite 
Sun.May 3@Noon


