
 

 

  

Dear PJC Family, 
 

We hope this email finds everyone safe and well. It’s hard to believe that Memorial Day 
Weekend is here and summer is upon us. To say this has been a tough past three months is a 
major understatement. 
 

Yesterday, Governor Cuomo announced that houses of worship will be allowed to hold 
religious gatherings with ten or fewer people, providing that social distancing is observed and 
proper personal protective equipment is used. We are awaiting further clarification from the 
Governor's Office in the near future. 
 

This announcement came as a surprise. Opening houses of worship was originally planned for 
Stage Four of New York State's re-opening plan. 
 

We have begun to discuss what would be involved in re-opening for services of ten or less. 
There are many questions that need to be addressed. Among them are: 
 

• Which services would we hold? 

• How can we ensure proper social distancing and use of masks? 

• How would we sanitize the space we would be using between services? 

• How would we handle shared use of prayerbooks, talitot and kippot? 

• How would we hold a service where the Torah is normally read while ensuring social 
distancing? 

• Who would be able to attend and how would we determine priority in the case of more 
than ten people wanting to attend? 

• Are our members, among whom are many who are high risk, willing to come back to 
the synagogue at this time? 

• Would holding outdoor services enable us to better ensure the safety of our 
congreganats in the short run? 

 

Addressing these questions, which involve the safety and health of our congregants, must be 
done carefully and with great sensitivity. In conjunction with our Ritual Committee, our 
Executive Board and Board of Trustees, and our Medical Advisory Team, we will be 
attempting to formulate a workable plan for resumption of in-person services. 
 

Creation of this plan will take time. Even when a plan is in place, we will not re-open until we 
can be sure that there is a high enough comfort level in our congregation to support in-
person services. In the meantime, and even when services resume with limited attendance, 
we will continue to livestream all of our services on our Facebook platform.  
 

In short, while we are looking at the question of when in-person services will resume, we 
recognize that we are not yet ready to do so. We will keep you informed as we progress 
toward setting a re-opening date. 
 

In the meantime, we also have been planning for what our entire congregation’s operations 
will look like come September, especially with Religious School starting again and the High 
Holidays approaching. We have laid out plans of action based upon various scenarios. There 
are many people, both staff and volunteers, working hard on the preparations. When the CDC 
and NYS provide updated guidance, we will be ready to immediately put our plans into action. 
Our most important concern is the health and safety of all of us!!! 
 

We are also looking into the requirements for our maintenance staff to keep our building 
"germ free".   
 



We most also reiterate how proud we are of our entire PJC family! We have done everything 
possible to make this most horrific event bearable. 
 

We hope that we can all be back in our beautiful sanctuary, greeting each other and enjoying 
our services together soon. Whatever September brings, we know that, with your help, we 
will make it all work. PJC will continue to be a vital and vibrant synagogue that will inspire us 
and help us to keep our families and our community strong.  
 

Stay safe, be well, and keep the faith! 
 

G-d bless. 
 

Rabbi Steven Conn 
 

Michael Portnoy 

President 
 

 


